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City of Woonsocket, RI 
Design Review Commission Meeting Minutes 
 
 

Date/Time: Thursday, July 9, 2020 | 6 PM 
Location: Online Meeting via Zoom, Meeting ID: 891 0554 4964 
 

I. Call to Order 
Chairman Finlay called the meeting to order at 8:53 PM following the 6:00 PM Planning Board 
meeting. 
 

II. Attendance Review 
 
Members in Attendance: 
1. Ken Finlay, Chairman 
2. Roji Eappen, Vice-Chairman 
3. Ron Miller, Secretary 
4. Wendall Gardner 
5. Jon Pratt 

 
Others in Attendance: 
1. Kevin Proft, Design Review Officer 
2. Theresa Dunigan, Recording Secretary 
3. Scott Gibbs, President, Economic Development Foundation of Rhode Island 
4. Brad Ward, former Building Official 
5. Carl Johnson, Zoning Official 
6. Steve Cabral, Crossman Engineering 
7. Leo Hudon, Bowerman Associates  
8. Gary Moyer, Gary Moyer Architect 

 
III. Remote Meeting Announcement: 

General Proceedings  
1. Each agenda item will be read in-full to ensure it is clear what matter is before the board.  
2. Members should request permission to speak from the Chair prior to speaking. The Chair 

should recognize the Member by name.  
3. Members will identify themselves each time before they speak.  
4. All votes should be conducted by roll call.  

 
Public Comment  
1. The public will be muted by the meeting administrator until the Chair opens the floor to 

public comment, at which point all members of the public will be unmuted.  
2. Members of the public wishing to comment should use the “raise hand” tool on their zoom 

screen so they may be called on by the chair to speak. If this method proves to be too 
challenging, the meeting administrator will mute all members of the public, and then unmute 
each member of the public one-by-one and ask if they have a comment. 

3. Members of the public wishing to comment should state their first/last name and address for 
the record, then state their comment.   
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Documentation 
1. Documents associated with the items being discussed at the meeting are available to the public 

on the Planning Board’s webpage on the Woonsocket website.  
i. https://www.woonsocketri.org/planning-board/pages/meeting-files 

 
Technical Difficulties  
1. If remote access is interrupted for all participants and cannot be restored within 10 minutes, 

the remainder of the meeting items will be continued to the following meeting. The board will 
preemptively vote to continue items not addressed due to potential technical difficulties to the 
next meeting to avoid the need to re-advertise said items. The date of said meeting must be 
included in the motion to continue. 
 

IV. Vote to continue agenda items not completed due to technical difficulties to the next regularly 
scheduled Design Review Commission Meeting on August 4, 2020: 

 
Motion to CONTINUE AGENDA ITEMS IN AUGUST IF NEEDED: Secretary Miller 
Second: Member Gardner 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  
 
Chairman Finlay   Yes 
Vice-Chairman Eappen  Yes 
Secretary Miller   Yes 
Member Gardner   Yes 
Member Pratt   Yes 
 
Motion Passed    5-0-0 
 

V. Correction/Approval of Minutes: Meeting of June 2, 2020 
 
Motion to APPROVE: Vice-Chairman Eappen 
Second: Secretary Miller 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  
 
Chairman Finlay   Yes 
Vice-Chairman Eappen  Yes 
Secretary Miller   Yes 
Member Gardner   Yes 
Member Pratt   Yes 
 
Motion Passed    5-0-0 
 

VI. Old Business  
None. 
 

VII. New Business 
a. Applications: 

1. Design Review | Major Land Development Application | Applicant: Redevelopment Agency of 
Woonsocket (RAW)  |  Owner: RAW & First Mendon Associates, LLC c/o Ray Bourque  |  
Project Location: Parcels 51-1, 51-108, & 51-109 - north of Park East Drive, approximately 
1/10 of a mile east of the intersection of Mendon Road and Park East Drive  |  The purpose of 
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the public hearing is to consider a Major Land Development Project for Design Review approval. 
The applicant proposes to construct a ~61,000 sq. ft light industrial facility with associated 
driveway, parking, loading zones, signage, and landscape improvements. The Design Review 
Commission may vote on a motion to approve the application at this meeting. 
 
This project was discussed in detail during the Planning Board meeting that preceded 
this meeting.  
 
Chairman Finlay asked if Messrs. Steve Cabral of Crossman Engineering, Leo Hudon 
of Bowerman Associates, and Gary Moyer of Gary Moyer Architect if they wanted to 
add to the information provided during the Planning Board meeting, and they 
responded they did not.  
 
Chairman Finlay asked if there were questions from the Commission members. Vice-
Chairman Roji Eappen asked for more information regarding a previously mentioned 
public road, particularly regarding funding the cost to build a potential public road. 
Mr. Kevin Proft said he spoke with Scott Gibbs, the current Executive Director of the 
Redevelopment Agency of Woonsocket. If a public road is built, the City would be 
expected to cover the costs of site preparation within the Woonsocket Redevelopment 
Agency’s parcel, but not on RESH land. Mr. Proft further noted that Mr. Cabral had 
pointed out that the RESH project was raising the land where the future road would 
be considerably, thereby reducing the amount of groundwork that would need to be 
completed in the future if the City pursued building the road. 
 
Mr. Brad Ward said he believed the presentation during the preceding Planning Board 
meeting included all necessary facts and figures. He stated the presentation had 
included all previous Design Review requirements were addressed during the public 
hearing in the preceding meeting. 
 
Mr. Proft stated that Section 12.1.6 (2) required the Planning Board to approve of the 
landscaping along the property line shared with Cumberland Farms.  
 
 Mr. Proft read the draft conditions of approval: 
 

1. The plans shall be updated to include a note stating that snow will not be 
plowed into or stockpiled near the wetland at the north end of the property 
prior to Final Plan approval.  

2. Areas where snow will be stockpiled shall be shown on the plans prior to 
Final Plan approval.  

3. The applicant shall determine whether there are appropriate areas to use a 
conservation/pollinator friendly seed mix (i.e. areas outside those where a 
manicured look is preferred). If such areas are identified, the plans shall be 
updated to show them, and a note shall be added to the plans identifying the 
type of seed mix to be used. 

4. Guard rails shall be built to building code standards. 
 
Mr. Proft noted the applicant has been very responsive to City comments and willing 
to make changes above and beyond requirements throughout the process. 
 
With no further comments from the Commission, Chairman Finlay opened the 
meeting for Public Comment. He called for comments three times with no responses.  
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Motion by Member Miller to APPROVE the application for RAW’s major land 
development with the discussed conditions: Secretary Miller 
Second: Wendall Gardner 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  
 
Chairman Finlay  Yes 
Vice-Chairman Eappen  Yes 
Secretary Miller   Yes 
Member Gardner  Yes 
Member Pratt   Yes 
 
Motion Passed    5-0-0 
 
Note: The Design Review approval letter for the RESH facility is included as an addendum to 
these minutes.  
 

VIII. Design Review Officer’s Report: 
Mr. Proft had no further updates beyond what was covered in the preceding Planning Board 
meeting. He will put together a list of his recent administrative subdivision approvals and 
administrative design review approvals for the Commission/Planning Board members at the next 
meeting. 
 

IX. Next Meeting Date:  
Tuesday, August 4, 2020 | Online via Zoom 
 

X. Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:24 PM: Secretary Miller 
Second: Member Gardner 
Discussion: None 
Vote:  
 
Chairman Finlay  Yes 
Vice-Chairman Eappen Yes 
Secretary Miller  Yes 
Member Gardner  Yes 
Member Pratt  Yes 
 
Motion Passed   5-0-0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Addendum: Design Review Approval Letter - RESH manufacturing facility
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