
CHARTER AMENDMENT  QUESTIONS 
 
Pursuant to various Ordinances passed by the Woonsocket City Council, electors of the City are 
asked to consider the following amendments to the Woonsocket Home Rule Charter at the 
November 8, 2016 General Election.  The text of the proposed amendments is set forth below in 
the order that they will appear on the Election ballot. 
 
QUESTION 8:  Shall the City of Woonsocket Home Rule Charter, Chapter VII, Section 5 
entitled, “BUDGET AND FINANCE” be amended to require the Woonsocket School 
Department to submit its annual proposed budget to the City Finance Department no later 
than May 1 in each calendar year? 
 
The text of the proposed amendment would add, in its entirety, Section 5(b) to Chapter VII as 
follows: 
 
(b) Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 5(a), the Woonsocket Education Department shall 
present its proposed annual operating budget, which shall include proposed capital expenditures, 
to the finance department no later than May 1 of each calendar year.  If such date falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday, or a legal holiday, the proposed budget shall be submitted by the next business 
day. 
 
QUESTION 9:  Shall the City of Woonsocket Home Rule Charter, Chapter II, Section 19 
entitled “Committees” and Chapter XI – Other Departments and Boards, Article 4, 
“Advisory Boards” be amended to clarify the appointment process, membership, and 
reporting of such Advisory Boards? 
 
The Amendment to Chapter II, Section 19 would add the following language which is 
underlined: 
 
Section 19:  Any committee of the council may investigate and report on any matter referred to it 
and make a recommendation thereon but no committee shall have any executive or legislative 
powers and all matters shall be determined by the council as a whole.  No matter referred to a 
committee of the council may be held by it without report for more than one month.  Any matter 
so referred must be acted upon by the council at its next meeting after the committee report.  All 
appointments to committees shall be made by the Council President and shall consist of at least 
three members of the City Council. 
 
The Amendment to Chapter XI – Other Departments and Boards, Article 4, Advisory Boards 
would allow the following language as underlined and add two new sections, Sections 2 and 3: 
 
(A)  The City Council by resolution shall have authority to create any board which is advisory to 
any department or agency of the city to serve concurrently during its term of office.   Any such 
board shall serve without compensation and shall have no executive or administrative powers.  
The City Council shall appoint the membership of such advisory boards by Resolution.  Such 
Board or Boards duly appointed by the City Council shall be known as City Council Advisory 
Board(s). 



(B)  The Mayor shall have the authority to create any board which is advisory to any department 
or agency of the city to serve concurrently with the Mayor’s term of office.  Any such board 
shall serve without compensation and shall not have executive or administrative powers.  The 
Mayor shall have the sole authority to appoint such members.  Such Board or Boards appointed 
by the Mayor shall be known as Mayoral Advisory Board(s). 
 
Sec. 2.  Membership. 
 
(A)  Appointments to City Council Advisory Boards shall consist of City Council members, 
residents and/or business owners within the City, and non-residents who possess special skills, 
experiences, or qualifications which in the opinion of the City Council is necessary to effectuate 
the charge of the Board.  At least three appointees must be City residents. 
 
(B)  Appointments to Mayoral Advisory Boards shall consist of City Directors, municipal 
employees, city residents, business owners, and non-residents who possess special skills, 
experiences, or qualifications within the opinion of the Mayor that is necessary to effectuate the 
charge or purpose of the Mayoral Advisory board.  At least three appointees must be City 
residents. 
 
Sec. 3.  Reports. 
 
Each appointed City Council or Mayoral appointed Advisory Board shall report on its findings, 
recommendations, or conclusions and shall keep minutes of their meetings in accordance with 
the provisions of the Rhode Island Open Meetings Act as set forth in R.I.G.L. §42-26-1. 
 
QUESTION 10:  Shall the City of Woonsocket Home Rule Charter, Chapter II, Section 9, 
entitled, “Time, place of regular meetings; meeting required” be amended to provide for 
the scheduling and cancellation of City Council meetings and to ensure compliance with the 
Rhode Island Open  Meetings Act? 
 
The Amendment to Chapter II, Section 9 of the Woonsocket Home Rule Charter would add the 
following language as underlined: 
 
Section 9.  Time, place of regular meetings; meetings required; cancellation.   
 
The Council shall determine the time and place of its regular meetings and shall meet regularly at 
least one each month.  In accordance with R.I.G.L. §42-46-6, the City Council shall adopt, on an 
annual basis, a schedule listing the dates of each of its regular meetings.  Nothing shall prevent 
the City Council from amending its annual schedule of regular meetings at a later date to add 
additional regularly scheduled meetings or  meetings as long as such amendments are noticed 
and adopted pursuant to the requirements of the Rhode Island Open Meetings Act, R.I.G.L. §42-
46-6-1 et. seq. 
 
The Council President or four members of the City Council may cancel a regular city council 
meeting, special council meeting, or work session upon written communication to the City Clerk.  
A cancellation of any meeting can be made for inclement weather or an emergency, which would 



prevent the members from attending.  Any meeting cancelled shall be re-scheduled, with notice 
in accordance with R.I.G.L. §42-46-6, no sooner than forty-eight (48) hours after the cancelled 
meeting, unless an emergency exits which would warrant a meeting sooner than the forty-eight 
(48) hours with public notice to include the posting of the meeting agenda on the City’s website. 
 
QUESTION 11:  Shall the City of Woonsocket Home Rule Charter, Chapter VII, Article 9 
entitled “Budget Reserve Account” be renamed the Fiscal Stability Reserve Account and 
amended to clarify its source of funding for the purpose of establishing a permanent 
budget reserve account equal to 8% of the current fiscal year’s municipal revenues? 
 
The Amendments to Chapter VII, Article 9 would add the following language as underlined: 
 
ARTICLE 9.  FISCAL STABILITY RESERVE ACCOUNT 
 
Sec. 1. Purpose. 
 
The City of Woonsocket recognizes that the establishment and maintenance of fiscal 
responsibility and the promotion of property tax stabilization are goals which promote the public 
health, safety and welfare of the city and its residents.  The establishment of a Fiscal Stability 
Reserve Account that provides for the prudent and planned utilization of revenues is necessary to 
accomplish those goals. 
 
Sec. 2.  Establishment of Budget Reserve Account.   
 
There shall be a Fiscal Stability Reserve Account within the city’s general fund.  Funding of the 
Fiscal Stability Reserve Account shall commence on July 1, 2016.  Each year following the 
establishment of the Fiscal Stability Reserve Account, the City shall appropriate one percent 
(1%) of the prior year’s budgeted general revenues into the Fiscal Stability Reserve Account 
until a balance equal to eight percent (8%) of the current fiscal year’s estimated general revenue 
within the general fund budget is achieved. 
 
Sec 3.  Minimum Budget Reserve Balance Requirement.   
 
Once the Fiscal Stability Reserve Account balance has reached eight percent (8%) of the fiscal 
year’s estimated general revenues within the general fund, as required under Sec. 2 above, the 
Fiscal Stability Reserve Account, for any fiscal year, shall be maintained at a level of not less 
than said eight percent (8%) of the actual general revenue within the general fund. 
 
Sec. 4.  Fiscal Stability Budget Reserve Account Use.   
 
The city council, in an emergency, as defined as a situation where immediate action is required 
to preserve and protect the property, public welfare, peace, heal or safety of the people in the city 
and adequate prior action could not have been taken thereto, or in the case of an unexpected 
shortfall in general revenue, by an affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of its full membership, 
may withdraw funds from the Fiscal Stability Reserve Account by an Ordinance. 
 



Sec. 5.  Restoration of Funds to Fiscal Stability Reserve Account.   
 
In every fiscal year following the withdrawal of funds from the Fiscal Stability Reserve Account, 
as permitted in Sec. 4, the city shall appropriate from the current year’s  general revenues to be 
directed to the Fiscal Stability Reserve Account and Reserve Account an amount equal to one 
percent (1%) of the prior year’s budgeted general revenues plus an amount equal to the amount 
withdrawn from the Fiscal Stability Reserve Account in the prior year, provided that the total 
appropriation shall not exceed two percent (2%) of the prior year’s  budgeted general revenue, 
provided further that the total amount appropriated may exceed two percent (2%) of the prior 
year’s budgeted general revenues if approved via Ordinance by an affirmative vote of two-thirds 
(2/3) of the full membership of the city council, until the Fiscal Stability Reserve Account 
balance equals eight percent (8%) of the prior fiscal year’s budgeted general revenue within the 
general fund. 
 
The corresponding City Council Ordinances to each of the amendments can be found on the 
City’s website, www.woonsocketri.org which will allow show all of the proposed deletions 
along with all of the additions as shown in this advertisement. 
 
Per Order of the City Council 
 
Christina Harmon-Duarte 
City Clerk 
 
 


