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DEMOLITION PERMITS 
PROCEDURE FOR DISCONNECTING, REMOVING, PLUGGING 

OF 
WATER, SEWER, STORM DRAINAGE 

 

1) The Engineering Division will be responsible for confirming water and/or sewer and/or storm drainage have been 

properly disconnected and/or plugged.  Once confirmed, Engineering Division Personnel will sign for Public Works 

Department. 

2) The contractor will be responsible for obtaining a permit through the Engineering Division and notifying the Engineering 

Division 24 hours prior to digging to disconnect and/or remove and/or plug any water and/or sewer and/or storm 

drainage. 

 SEWER 

1) Sewer laterals will be dug at the back of the sidewalk area, on the owner’s property. 

2) Ties to the existing laterals can be found in the Engineering Division Office. 

3) The lateral will be cut with a pipe cutter or saw.  The end will then be capped with a FERNCO QWIK CAP, or a similar 

kind. 

4) A 2 x 4 piece of lumber will be placed at the end of the plug for locating purposes. 

5) The other cut end of the pipe will then be plugged with concrete. 

6) New ties to the capped end will be taken by Engineering Personnel. 

 STORM DRAINAGE 

  Storm drain lines shall be bulkheaded if the following conditions exist: 

1) The pipe drains into a city-owned line. 

2) The pipe is considered “PRIVATE”. 

3) The pipe only takes from the property in which demolition is to take place. 

4) Permission to connect the pipe, to a city-owned line, was never given. 

5) It is found that the pipe is connected into the sanitary sewer system. 

6) Future use of the drain line will not be needed. 

  All open ends of pipe shall be bulkheaded.  Bulkheading will be done with brick and cement. 
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 WATER 

1) The property owner must formally request that the service be shut at the curb-stop by the Water Division. 

2) Personnel from the Water Division will take a final meter reading and remove any city-owned meters. 

3) A Master Plumber or Licensed Underground Utility Contractor in the state of Rhode Island shall obtain an 

excavation permit through the Engineering Division, so the service can be disconnected at the curb-stop. 

4) Said permit shall make the contractor responsible for permanently repairing the sidewalk to City of Woonsocket 

specifications. 

5) Disconnection shall be done by the contractor, and witnessed by the Water Division. 

6) If the water service will not be re-used, the Water Division may require that the service be cut at the water main. 

Disconnection must be done as follows: 

A) For copper tubing or lead piping, the tubing/piping must be completely disconnected by cutting the 

tubing/piping at approximately 6” (six inches) from the end of the curb-stop and pulling the free end of the 

tubing/piping that leads to the building away from the curb stop.  The 6” (six inch) piece will then be 

crimped. 

 

 It is understood that there are times that these procedures cannot be followed, due to public safety.  The Building Inspector, or 

his authorized agent or representative, may take steps other than outlined to have any water and/or sewer and/or storm 

drainage disconnected and/or plugged and/or removed, to insure public safety.  If the contractor knows of any other reason 

that these procedures cannot be followed at the demolition site, then it is the contractor’s responsibility to make them known to 

the Engineering Division. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




