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City of Woonsocket, RI  
Design Review Commission Meeting Minutes 

 

Date/Time: Tuesday February 1, 2022 | 6PM 
Location: Teleconference Via Zoom, Meeting ID: 893 2999 4171 

I. Call to Order 
Chairman Finlay called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM. 
 

II. Attendance Review 

Members in Attendance: 
1. Ken Finlay, Chairman 
2. Wendall Gardner, Vice-Chairman 
3. Jon Pratt 

Members Absent: 
1. Roji Eappen 

Staff in Attendance: 
1. Kevin Proft, City Planner/Administrative Officer 
2. Genesis Johnson, Recording Secretary 

 
III. Remote Meeting Announcement: The Chair reviewed the Remote Meeting Announcement:  

 
General Proceedings  
A.    Each agenda item will be read in-full to ensure it is clear what matter is before the board.  
B.    Members should request permission to speak from the Chair prior to speaking. The Chair  
       should recognize the Member by name.  
C.      Members will identify themselves each time before they speak.  
D.      All votes should be conducted by roll call.  
 
Public Comment  
1. The public will be muted by the meeting administrator until the Chair opens the floor to      

public comment, at which point all members of the public will be unmuted.  
2. Members of the public wishing to comment should use the “raise hand” tool on their zoom  

screen so they may be called on by the chair to speak. If this method proves to be too 
challenging, the meeting administrator will mute all members of the public and then 
unmute each member of the public one-by-one and ask if they have a comment.  

3. Members of the public wishing to comment should state their first/last name and address  
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for the record, then state their comment.  
 
Documentation  
1. Documents associated with the items being discussed at the meeting are available to the 

public on the Planning Board’s webpage on the Woonsocket website. 
https://www.woonsocketri.org/planningboard/pages/meeting-files  

 
Technical Difficulties  
1. If remote access is interrupted for all participants and cannot be restored within 10 minutes,  

the remainder of the meeting items will be continued to the following meeting. a. The board 
will preemptively vote to continue items not addressed due to potential technical difficulties 
to the next meeting to avoid the need to re-advertise said items. The date of said meeting 
must be included in the motion to continue. 

 
IV. Vote on Motion to Continue Advertised Agenda Items to the regularly scheduled Planning 

Board meeting on March 1, 2022 in the case of technical difficulties with the remote meeting.  
Motion to CONTINUE ADVERTISED AGENDA ITEMS TO THE MARCH 1, 2022 MEETING in the case 
of technical difficulties: Vice-Chairman Gardner  
Second: Member Pratt  
Discussion: None. 
Vote:  
 
Chairman Finlay   Yes  
Vice-Chairman Gardner   Yes  
Member Eappen  Absent 
Member Pratt    Yes  
 
Motion    Passed    3-0-0 

 
V. Correction/Approval of Minutes 

 
No minutes to approve. 
 

VI. Design Review | Applicant: Brisa Development LLC | Owner: Brisa Bernon Mills, LP | Project 
Location: 0, 115 & 119 Front Street (Lots 15-221, 16, & 61) | Project Description: The applicant 
proposes to adjust the lot lines between three existing parcels at 0, 115 & 119 Front Street. The 
project will redevelop the existing stone mill buildings as 60 residential units, the existing two-
story brick building as commercial space, and the existing building fronting Court Street as 
commercial space. This item was continued from the Special Design Review Commission 
Meeting on January 25, 2022.  
 

Andrew Teitz, attorney for the applicant, and Victoria Howland of Pare Corporation represented 
the applicant. Mr. Teitz told the Commission that his clients had met with Mr. Proft to go over 

https://www.woonsocketri.org/planningboard/pages/meeting-files
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the outstanding comments on their plans and discuss changes recommended by the Planning 
Board at the January 25th meeting, where this item was tabled. The applicant met with the City’s 
utility department heads, at the request of the Board, on January 31st to address their concerns 
in a manner acceptable to both the City and Applicant.  

Mr. Proft concurred that the applicant had addressed all outstanding concerns.  

Chairman Finlay read the Design Review Commission’s Findings of Fact & Decision into the 
record, including the following conditions of approval: 
 

 
 
Motion to APPROVE the Design Review Application with Conditions of Approval: Vice-Chairman 
Gardner 
Second: Member Pratt 
Discussion: None. 
Vote: 
 
Chairman Finlay   Yes 
Vice-Chairman Gardner  Yes 
Member Eappen  Absent 
Member Pratt    Yes 

1. Exterior construction shall be limited to 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. on Monday-Friday and 7 a.m. – 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, with no construction taking place on Sunday. 

2. Dust shall be controlled during all stages of development per section 9.0 of the City subdivision 
regulations.  

3. Erosion shall be managed during and after construction and stormwater from new impervious 
surface resulting from development shall be managed after construction per section 8.7 of the 
City’s subdivision regulations and Chapters 7.5 and 7.75 of the City’s Code of Ordinances. 

4. Signage shall be reviewed administratively under a separate design review application prior to 
sign-related building permits being issued. 

5. Brightly colored bollards shall not be used, unless required by the associated utility company. 
6. The area where “Showy Wildflower Seed Mix” will be planted shall be better defined on the 

landscape plan prior to Final Plan approval from the Planning Board. 
7. A note specifying the planting treatment of the steep slopes to the east of Mill 2 and to the east 

of the access ramp to the lower parking area shall be added to the plan prior to Final Plan 
approval from the Planning Board.  

8. A note stating that the generator shall be installed in a sound attenuated weather-proof 
enclosure shall be added to the plan prior to the Final Plan approval from the Planning Board. 

9. The following notes shall be added to the lighting plan prior to final plan approval: 
a. Downward facing, wall-mounted fixtures will be mounted at doors without canopies at 

Mill 2 and Mill 1 & 4. 
b. All exterior canopies will have recessed lighting fixtures. 
c. The existing accent lighting at Mill 2 will be updated. 
d. All lighting will be downward facing, LED, and timed to shut off or dim during low-traffic 

times.  
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Motion Passed   3-0-0 
 

VII. Administrative Officer’s Report 
 
No report presented at this meeting. 
 

VIII. Next Meeting Date 
TBD 
 

IX. Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:23 PM: Vice-Chairman Gardner 
Second: Chairman Finlay 
Discussion: None. 
Vote:  
 
Chairman Finlay   Yes 
Vice-Chairman Gardner  Yes 
Member Eappen  Absent 
Member Pratt   Yes 

 
Motion Passed   3-0-0 
 
 

 
















