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ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 10, ENTITLED,
"GARBAGE AND TRASH" OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES

OF THE CITY OF WOONSOCKET

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF WOONSOCK::T, RHODE ISLAND AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Chapter 10, entitled "GarbClJe and Trash," Article III, Section 10-40,
entitled, "Violations,"under the section, "Special Violations,' of the Code of
Ordinances is hereby amended by deleting the entire section and adding
the following:

DELETE: ''An individual or (ntity or dwelling unit not Recycling."

ADD: "An individual or entit placing materials in or removing materials
from a Cart not assigned to;aid individual or entity will be fined per
violation: Fifty Dollars ($50UO) for the first violation; One Hundred Dollars
($100.00) for the second via ation; One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) for
the third violation and any otner violation hereafter."

SECTION 2: Chapter 10, entitled "Garba;Ja and Trash," Article I, Section 10-8, entitled,
"Unlawful accumulation," of tile Code of Ordinances, is hereby amended
as follows:

"(1) Inspections.
(a)The Director of the DepJrtment of Public Works or his or her
designee. and/or the Division of Minimum Housing, shall make, or
cause to be made, inspection trips at regular intervals to determine
compliance with the provisions of this chapter. In the event a violation
of these provisions is discovered, said Director of the Department of
Public Works or his or her designee, and/or Division of Minimum
Housing, shall immediately take action to cite the owner and/or
operator and/or tenant of the premises so found in violation, by written
citation served upon said owner and/or operator and/or tenant by the
Director of the Department of Public Works or his or her designee
and/or the Minimum Housing Inspector by personal service or by
certified mail at the home or business address of such owner, operator
or tenant. If one (1) or more persons to whom such notice must be
given cannot be found after diligent effort to do so, service may be
made upon such person or persons by posting a notice on or about the
dwelling, dwelling unit, rooming unit, or structure described in the
notice, or by causing any such notice to be published in a newspaper of
general circulation for a penod of three (3) consecutive days.



(b) For the purposes 0: this section, an offense shall be considered to
have occurred on the fil st day for which a violation is cited, and the
offender shall be subjet to the penalty provisions hereinafter set forth
in this section and for that day and for each succeedinq day on which
the violation continues unabated.

(c) If the violations are not corrected, the Director of the Department of
Public Works or his or ner designee, and/or the Division of Minimum
Housinq, after the expircltion of time granted the person served with
notice, shall file a complaint against the owner and/or operator and/or
tenant in Woonsocket ~viunicipal Court. Said complaint shall set forth
the violations complained of, and said complaint shall be served upon
the owner and/or operator and/or tenant as prescribed by law.

(2) Penalty; suspension of penalty.
(a) Whoever shall be fOLJild in violation of any of the provisions of this
article shall be punishabl>; with a fine not exceeding $600.00 for each
offense or by imprisonmEnt not exceeding six months, subject to the
terms of this section. A separate offense shall be deemed committed on
each day during or on which a violation occurs or continues.

(b) Except as to chronic violators, as hereinafter defined, the Director of
the Department of Public Works or his or her desiqnee and/or the
Division of Minimum HOLhing is authorized to suspend the penalty
provisions set forth hereir~ upon a finding that the conditions existing in
violation of the requirements of this article have been corrected within
five days of the date that :lotice of violation was served upon the owner
and/or tenant and/or opel ator of the premises.

(3) Chronic violators.
Whoever shall be found itl violation of the provisions of this article on
three or more occasions v\ithin a 12-month period shall be deemed a
chronic violator and shall i Ie punishable with a fine of not less than
$50.00 and not more than $600.00 for each offense. Every violation
shall be counted in detenl.rning whether this section is applicable and
not just three or more ins\, nces of the same type of violation. A separate
offense shall be deemed ()mmitted on each day durinq or on which a
violation occurs or continu:s.

(4) Correction of violation~; by City--Authorized; costs to constitute
lien.
Upon failure of the owner owners of such premises to remedy the
violation for which he/she 1'1S been cited under this article within

days ail,;r citation of violation as provided herein,
then the Director of the Dc!artment Public Works or his or her designee
shall proc\~ed to have such violation remedied, and the cost thereof shal!
be and become a lien agau st such property to the same extent and
character as the lien for rei: estate taxes and with the same penalties
and interest and with the s:,me riqhts of collection, foreclosure, sale and
forfeiture as obtained for ta liens "c.·., ·.· ·,·.. :·.. ·.·:.:.·.··.·.· c :.. c.: , ,·.c::..·: ..: : · .

(5) Same--f\Jotice to owner; due date for payment of costs.
Upon completion of required work by the City as provided in section
hereof, notice thereof and of the cost assessed therefore shall be given to
the owner in the same manlwr as prescribed for citations of violation in
this article, and the sum assc:ssed shall be due and payable thirty (30)
days after such notice of conipletion and cost, unless such assessment
shall be appealed to the Director of the Department Public Works or his or
her designee court prior to trllc; expiration of said 30-day period.



(6) Landowner's responsibility for maintaining premises.
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary herein contained, the owner or
owners of the premises found in violation of the provisions of this article
shall be ultimately responsible for maintaining the premises in compliance
herewith. Any fines or penalties assessed hereunder or any costs incurred
by the City in enforcing these provisions shall be and become a lien
against such property to the same extent and character as the lien for real
estate taxes with the same penalties and interest and with the same rights
of collection, foreclosure, sale and forfeiture as obtained for tax liens.

(7) Notices, certificates and other documents to be filed with city
clerk.
Upon the making of a finding of a violation, the Director of the Department
of Public Works or his or her designee and/or the Division of Minimum
Housing shall deliver a certified copy thereof and of the notice to the City
Clerk and the City Clerk shall place the same on record as a lien against
the property described therein. It shall also be the duty of the Director of
the Department of Public Works or his or her designee and/or the Division
of Minimum Housing to file such other and further certificates as to work
done and amounts due and/or paid as the circumstances may require.

(8) Appeals.
Any person found in violation of the provisions of this article shall have the
right to appeal the finding of violation within 15 days of issuance of citation
thereof, and any such person shall have the right to appeal the
assessment of cost within 30 days of service of notice thereof. Such
appeals shall be taken to the Director of the Department Public Works or
his or her designee.

(9) This section is not intended to prohibit the City from proceeding under
the applicable provisions of the General Laws of Rhode Island, 1956, or
the provisions of Section 10-7.

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall take effect on the eleventh consecutive day following
its passage by the City Council as provided in Chapter III, Section 9 of the
Woonsocket Home Rule Charter and all ordinances or parts of ordinances
inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed.

Leo T. ontaine

IN CITY COUNCIL September 15, 2008 - Read by title and passed for the first time.
IN CITY COUNCIL October 6, 2008 - Read by title and passed.
Signed and approved by Mayor Susan D. Menard


